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Year the Emperor had cut off every possibility of treating
with him. Perhaps he had assured himself by some other
means that his scheme of modifying the principles of the
government policy on the lines of National Liberal views
would meet with insuperable obstacles on the part of the
Emperor, especially after the speech made by StaufFenberg               . \\

about the necessity of abolishing article 109 of the Prus-                 ;j

sian Constitution (Continued Levy of Customs).                                r

If the National Liberal leaders had conducted their                 I

policy skilfully, they ought to have known long ago that                  \

the Emperor, whose signature they required and desired                  ;|

for their appointment, felt more sensitive on the subject                  j

of this article than on any other political question, and                 ;:

that the surest way of alienating him was by an attempt                  '

to deprive him of this Palladium. When I gave his
Majesty the confidential report of my negotiations with
Bennigsen, and mentioned his wish with regard to Stauf-                  /

fenberg, the Emperor, still under the impression of the lat-
ter's speech, said, pointing to his shoulder where the regi-                   vt
mental number is placed on a uniform:    'Number 109                       i
Stauffenberg regiment/    If the Emperor had at that time                    fj
approved the admission of Bennigsen, which I desired with                     f
the view of readjusting the conformity with the majority in                     ;
parliament, even though the latter had soon recognised the
impossibility of bringing the government and the King
over to his party, still I am now convinced that the party                     \
programme, which inclined a good deal to doctrinaire acri-
mony, could not long have been brought into accord with                     j
the strong monarchical views of the Emperor.    At that                     i
time I did not feel sufficiently sure of this not to attempt                     I
inducing his Majesty to draw somewhat nearer to the Na-
tional Liberal views.    The strength of his resistance,
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